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Funding crucial for Flora progress
by Linda Hardison, Project Coordinator

In the decade that the Oregon Flora Project has been
in existence, we have experienced amazing progress and
growth. Success has come through the combined efforts of
our dedicated staff and the volunteerism that rebects the
projectis commitment to public involvement.

We can point with pride to numerous accomplishments in
the past year:

A In March we made the Oregon Plant Atlas available
to the public. This online mapping program allows users to
create maps showing the location of ~383,000 occurrences
of Oregon plants with details of each sighting.

A Our collaboration on a grant with the OSU Her-
barium has resulted in the databasing and georeferencing of
virtually all Oregon herbarium specimens at Oregon State
University. This is an outstanding resource available to all
plant enthusiasts as well as anyone interested in the lives of
Oregonds collectors.

A Signiycant improvement has occurred within the
Checklist through restructuring the database, streamlining
data entry, and adding the capacity to trace the history of
each plant name.

A The prototype of our Photo Gallery will provide the
public with nearly 6,000 images of live plants and herbari-
um specimens.

A The latter will be coordinated with the release of our
Digital Field Guide in the coming months.

See Funding, page 22
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OFP Staff. Left to right: Katie Mitchell, Rena Schlachter,
Thea Cook, and Linda Hardison.

Increased access to the
OSU Herbarium specimen database
by Aaron Liston

When Microsoft named their database software fiAccesso
they made a prescient choice. This software is central to all
of Oregon State University Herbariumds efforts to facilitate
public fiaccesso to our collection of plant specimens. This
is the software we use to enter, maintain, and archive all
our specimen label information. The specimen database
now contains over 150,000 records (including non-Oregon
specimens), and the process of retrospective data capture
for all Oregon specimens is nearly complete. In addition to
providing novel insights into the history and composition of
the collection (see box, page 24), the database serves as a
central data resource for the Oregon Flora Project.

The specimen database is now accessible online in four
formats, each with a distinct purpose and audience. The
specimen information has been available for several years in
the Oregon Vascular Plant Database. Here users can obtain
complete label information for over 4,500 Oregon species,
subspecies, and varieties, represented by 122,162 speci-
mens. It was last updated in April, 2005. It provides access
to the most extensive label and annotation data for each
specimen, and is heavily utilized by students, researchers,
and others.

Newsletter readers are probably most familiar with the
specimen database as used in the Oregon Vascular Plant
Atlas. Here the specimen records are combined with obser-
vational data to produce distribution maps for most Oregon
plant taxa. The same set of specimen records is used in
both the online Database and Atlas. These have undergone
extensive quality checking before being placed online, in-
cluding standardization of the primary collector and county
names. In addition, the taxonomic nomenclature repects the

See specimen database, page 24

About that date above the mailing address...

If you check your mailing address, youéll notice we have added
a month and year above your name. This is the date the Oregon
Flora Project last received a contribution from you. If you have
donated recently, thank you very much! If ités been a while, it
would mean so much to us to have your ynancial support. Your
dollars pay for the production of this newsletter, as well as the
basic research behind it. Help keep these newsletters appearing
in your mailboxd contribute now!




Funding, continued from front page

In the last year, this progress has occurred with our four
staff members funded at an average of less than one-half
time. Our current employment level is equivalent to only
1.65 full-time positions, and our monthly operating budget
is ~$7,500. Under these stringent circumstances, it is aston-
ishing to consider the volume of work that the OFP staff and
volunteers have accomplished in the past twelve months.

However, to maintain even our present minimal level
of stafyng, we need your help. Without additional funds,
the OFP will be unable to provide to the publicd free of
charge, as it always has beend the accurate information that
users have come to expect. Maintenance of existing OFP
information and the addition, improvement, and curation of
botanical data require adequate ynancing. As we continue
to seek funding from granting agencies and Oregon State
University, we need the sustained ynancial support of all of
you who have an interest and investment in the success of
our Flora Project.

Think now what can be accomplished if we move beyond
our current level of activity with an increase in our operat-
ing budget. We can make additional botanical information
accessible to all users by adding details to each facet of the
project. With your generous donation:

A We will be able to complete and publish our Checklist
of all plant species known to occur in Oregon.

A We will be able to extend the multiple entry key com-
ponent of our Digital Field Guide so that users may identify
plants to family, genus, and species.
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A We will be able to add thousands of photographs of
wildpowers to our Photo Gallery.

A Most signiycantly, we will be able to advance on the
speciyc task of completing the Flora of Oregon.

As you enjoy this issue of the Oregon Flora Newsletter,
or perhaps peruse the Atlas mapping program, or consult
with one of our staff for a particular nugget of information,
think for a moment of the many individuals (including most
likely yourself!) whose efforts have made these resources
possible. We are extremely grateful for the support of the
many Friends of the Oregon Flora Project, and ask for
your ynancial assistance at this time to help us ascend to
a new level of activity within the Project and bring about
the completion of the new Flora of Oregon. Please give as
generously as you are able at this holiday time. (%

All contributions are tax-deductible. Checks can be made
out either to NPSO or the OSU Foundation; please include
A0regon Flora Projecto on the memo line, and mail to: Oregon
Flora Project, P.O. Box 402, Corvallis, OR 97339-0402.

The Checklist:
foundation of the new Flora of Oregon
by Linda Hardison

Before we can write the new Flora of Oregon, we must
yrst complete the Checklist. Why? Because the job of the
Checklist is to provide the framework of scientiyc names
for Oregonés vascular plants; thus it is the foundation of the
entire Flora Project.

The overall goal of the Checklist is to identify every vas-
cular plant growing in Oregon that is native, introduced, or
has become established in a natural setting. A second goal of
the Checkilist is to associate each plant with its correct and
deyning scientiyc name, and to account for all other names
that have ever been associated with that plant. If you have
identiyed a plant under one name in one pora, and have
then been unable to vnd it under that name in a different
pora, you are well aware of the problem that the Checklist
attempts to address. The inconsistency across multiple refer-
ences, and the lack of one comprehensive pora for all of
Oregon were indeed two of the factors that motivated Scott
Sundberg to begin work on the new Flora of Oregon. It is
clear that completion of the Checklist is an essential step in
the preparation of the Flora.

We have designed the electronic component of the
Checklist so as to understand clearly the characteristics of a
given plant; accordingly, irregardless of its name, we refer
to each unique plant in our database as a iconcept.0 This
captures the idea of what a particular plant is and accom-
modates multiple names that may be associated with it. In
the Checkilist, we assign each botanical concept a unique
number. Therefore several scientiyc names may have the
same number, and the unique number lets us know that each
of those names refers to the same plant (See back cover).

Another accomplishment has been the development of
the Checklistds research component. A research table records

See Checklist, page 25






