
Using the Oregon Plant Atlas
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These buttons let you choose whether the plant names you see are those accepted by the Oregon Flora Project (the default setting of Show Accepted 
Names), or are synonyms. When Show Synonyms is selected, the name lists show only alternate names that have been used in local fl oras or other 
scientifi c pub lications (for details visit http://www.oregonfl ora.org/OFP/checklist.htm). If you have trouble fi nding the scientifi c name you are 
fa miliar with in the name lists when Show Accepted Names is selected, try looking for the name again after selecting Show Synonyms. 

1. Show Accepted Names, Show Synonyms buttons 

These lists are collectively referred to as “name lists.” When the Family button is selected (the default), you can choose the scientifi c name for a 
given plant in a hierarchical way. When the Genus button is selected, you can choose from an alphabetical list of all genera. Double-clicking or 
hitting “return” on an entry selects it and causes the next list to the right to fi ll with associated entries. Alternatively, you can begin typing a name, 
and the highlighter will automatically jump there. Hit “return” on the desired name, and the next list to the right will appear.

2. Family, Genus, Specifi c Epithet, Subspecies/Variety lists 

To map the taxon you have selected from the name lists, click once on the Add button, and that plant name will appear in the box below the 
buttons.  To map more taxa, return to the name lists and select taxa (as described in topic 2) and Add to the list. Up to six taxa can be mapped at 
once. The Remove button deletes a highlighted name, and the Clear button deletes all items in the list. Note that only currently accepted names 
are allowed in this list. If you select a synonym, the Atlas will substitute the currently accepted name when you click on the Add button. 

3. Add, Remove, and Clear buttons

4.

6.

5.
This button brings up a dialog window that will display the synonyms, accepted name, plant family, and common names of the plant which has 
been selected in the names lists (see 2). Likewise, it will provide the accepted name if the Show synonyms button (see 1) has been selected.

Look Up Synonymy button

This button brings up the Look Up Scientifi c Name dialog. Enter all or part of the plant’s common name in the fi rst text box and press the Find
button. The dialog will then show all the common names in the database that contain an exact match.  Select a name, press the Look Up button, 
and the currently accepted scientifi c name (including plant family) will appear.

Look Up Scientifi c Name button

Base Map drop down list
This drop down list lets you choose the base map on which plant locations will be drawn. There are four base maps available: a color shaded relief 
map, a precipitation map, an ecoregions map and a county line map. All base maps are displayed at the same scale. 

Example of the Atlas Map Options form. 

To use the Atlas go to www.oregonfl ora.org
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Clicking on a map dot brings up location information

8.
This button brings up the Additional Map Options dialog. This dialog allows the user to limit maps to include only records that are: 
•  from a certain observer/collector
•  within a specifi c range of years 
•  specimen vouchers
If more than one of these limits is applied at the same time, they are used in combination. Clicking on the Clear button removes all of the 
limitations that have been set in the dialog. Note that clicking on Clear is the ONLY way to remove an observer/collector limit once a selection in 
the Observer/Collector list has been made.  

Additional Map Options button

9.
This button creates a map indicating the location of the plant(s) selected to be 
mapped (see  3), given the base map (see 4) and the options selected (see 8). The 
map is displayed in the Map Results window. Depending on the speed of your 
computer and your Internet connection, creating a map may take anywhere from 
a few seconds to several minutes. Note however that once you’ve produced a map 
using a particular base map, subsequent maps using that base map will appear much 
more quickly if your browser caches Internet content on your local hard disk (most 
modern browsers do). 

Create map button

How to print maps                     
produced by the Atlas
Printing of maps is supported directly only in the Java 
2.0 version of the Atlas. If you are using the Java 2.0 
version, you will see a Print button in the Map Results 
Window. If you do not see a Print button, you are using 
the Java 1.1 version of the Atlas which does not support 
printing directly. The Atlas home page automatically 
directs certain users to the Java 1.1 version because 
it is the only version that is known to run correctly on 
their systems. If you are using the Java 1.1 version, you 
can still print by using your operating system’s screen 
capture feature to place a bitmap copy of the active 
window in the clipboard, and then paste the bitmap 
image into a program that has printing capability. For 
example, if your operating system is Windows and you 
have Microsoft Word, press Alt+PrntScrn when the 
Map Results window is visible (and active), switch 
to Word and execute File→Edit→Paste. Macintosh 
users can simultaneously press shift + open apple + 4 
and create a box to capture the map, which will then be 
available on the desktop.

7.
This button brings up information about vouchered specimens of the genus selected in the Genus name list. Information is given about the 
nomenclature, the status of databasing at the OSU Herbarium, and the percent of specimens that have been mapped or are unmappable. 

Check Database Status button

Clicking once on any dot on the map will bring up a 
Map Location Details screen (refer to the example 
screen below) unique to that plant observation or 
collection. The screen will list the available information 
within the database for that plant record, including the 
collector, year collected, location description, and an 
interpreted latitude-longitude value with its accuracy 
(see a). If the dot represents more than one specimen 
or site listing, you can select from all possibilities 
using the drop-down list (see b). When the dot 
represents a vouchered specimen (a square), clicking 
on the Specimen Label Information button (see c) 
will display a Details screen with all data transcribed 
from the herbarium specimen label. When the dot 
represents a site listing (a circle), a list of all the plants 
that were observed at that site can be seen by clicking 
on the Show All Taxa button (see d). When a plant 
being mapped is a rare, threatened, or endangered 
taxon, detailed information about the plant’s location 
is withheld. The Copy button (see e) allows you to 
capture the text on the screen, including an expanded 
Taxa Present list, to your computer’s clipboard and 
paste it into a word processor. This requires a fi le to be 
added to your home directory; instructions for creating 
this are in the help fi les (Help button on the Oregon 
Plant Atlas home page).

Map Location Details 

Clicking on a map dot brings up location information
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